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n 1888, white citizens of Tipton, Missouri, wanted to
build a new school. By also promising to building a
school for Blacks, they received Black voters’ support to
pass a new school bond levy. The levy raised $12,000.
There was $10,000 earmarked for the white school, and
the remaining $2,000 was allocated for the Black school
(Harrison School). Harrison School was constructed
between 1888 and 1890, with formerly enslaved Tipton
residents who quarried, transported, and laid the stones
for its foundation. In an era of log house buildings for
the education of students throughout Missouri, Harrison
School was constructed of brick with a stone foundation.
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Historic image of Harrision School

From 1890 to 1957, Harrison School served Blacks in
Tipton and the surrounding area. Before the 1930s,
Harrison School only went to the eighth grade, and
because of segregation laws, students that wanted
to continue their education had to enroll in schools
in Kansas City, Jefferson City, Sedalia, or St. Louis,
Missouri. Therefore, dreams of higher educational
pursuits for Blacks were at best hindered by these
laws and at worst completely destroyed. Any potential
student attempting to go to high school would have to
obtain enough financial support to pay for that education
and room and board, as they would need to secure
living arrangements in those towns. Between 1936 and
1948, Tipton’s School Board allowed Harrison School
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to operate a two-year high school program. Harrison School remains as the last standing
19th century Black school building in Moniteau County.
In 2020, the descendants of Harrison School alumni and
their families joined together and formed a nonprofit
organization, Opportunity 1888 Foundation, Inc. The
names pays homage to the year the bond levy facilitated
the creation of Harrison School. The foundation seeks to
inspire, empower, and preserve the telling of Black history
through education. Opportunity 1888’s initial projects
will include renovating the Harrison School building,
preserving its history and the histories of Blacks in the area,
and returning Harrison School to its community use.
In addition to a repository for local Black genealogical interest, regional and
national Black historical significance, the building will house the James L. Shipley
Museum of African American History. James L. Shipley is a Tipton native and
alumnus of Harrison School. He is a decorated Army Air Corps veteran with the
332 Fighter Squadron (Tuskegee Airmen), which served during World War II.
Opportunity 1888’s Board is vested in Harrison School’s history. The school education
Tipton’s Black students, including Galveston Shipley (James Shipley’s father),
who attended Harrison School from 1898-1906, and Galveston’s sisters, cousins,
nephews, children and some of his grandchildren. Galveston Shipley also served
34 years as a teacher and Harrison School’s first Principal. Galveston Shipley’s
parents had the equivalent of a fifth-grade education, and he once wrote:
“I was always eager for my people
to get all that the other races got.
For so long, our state laws held back
teachers and pupils alike in Negro
schools. Separate but equal was only
a slogan, not a reality; but I took the
scraps, the hand-me-down books,
and other segregation practices
and tired to build up respect for law
and order, self-reliance, the use of
what was at hand while we hoped
and worked for a brighter day.”
Opportunity 1888 looks to shine a light
on Harrison School and the history of
Tipton and the surround communities’
Black histories. There are direct correlations between the knowledge of this history, Galveston
Shipley’s educational leadership, and the foundation of scholarship, which have been passed
on to the generations of students that attended Harrison School and their descendants.
Harrison School as it appears today

DO YOU HAVE AN ARTICLE YOU’D LIKE TO SHARE?
We are seeking content for our Newsletter and Blog!
For more information, conatct Missouri Preservation at
admin@preservemo.org
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On February 1, 2021, Opportunity 1888 was successful in its campaign to have Harrison
School officially listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The designation will
allow a wider recognition for Tipton, Moniteau County, and the Central Missouri area.
Harrison School is the foundation of Opportunity 1888’s plan for education
and community growth. Opportunity 1888’s goals are to:
•
Preserve the Harrison School building and the history, landmarks,
and presence of Central Missouri’s Black community;
•
Serve as an educational, cultural, and civic resource to promote Tipton’s
Black history, its implications, and its connections to the larger society;
•
Impart the understanding that people born in bondage, held as property, and
emancipated could then study, earn degrees, and become world leaders;
•
Provide a space where individuals, teams, and organizations
can address self-imposed barriers;
•
and Promote a more inclusive society.
In order to accomplish these goals, Opportunity 1888 Foundation, Inc. needs
immediate funding. Harrison School is a 132 year old building. Due to its age and
changes in public safety regulations, the building will require site and preservation
studies and the development of a unique set of architectural renovation plans that will
preserve Harrison School’s place in history and the area’s future. This funding must
be obtained before any of the necessary renovations to the building can happen.
For more information on Opportunity 1888 Foundation, Inc. or to make
a contribution to their efforts, visit opportunity1888.org

Do you follow us on social media?
Follow us to get more updates on what’s happening in preservation around the state!
@missouri.preservation

@missouripreservation
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issouri Preservation would like to thank all of our speakers, vendors, sponsors, volunteers,
attendees and everyone that made the 2022 Conference possible!

On Sunday, our conference speakers, sponsors, and trade show vendors were invited to a
private reception at the historic Hobo Hill house. The President’s Reception is held every year
at the conference as a way to thank
our top donors and those involved with
the conference. The attendees enjoyed
exploring this famously haunted house,
although no one came away with any
ghost stories!
The conference kicked off Monday
morning with the session “Historic Rehab
Window and Door Solutions.” Some
attendees chose to brave the extreme
heat and take the “Art & Architecture of
the Missouri State Capitol Tour” which
took them up through the dome at the
top of the Capitol and to the best view
of Jefferson City. Our friends at Quaker
Guests at the President’s Reception were welcomed to town by Mayor
graciously opened their doors for an
Carrie Tergin.
exclusive look at their manufacturing
facility in Freeburg on Monday afternoon.
The tour included a brief discussion on historically appropriate replacement aluminum windows
followed by a start to finish look at the manufacturing process. Those that did not attend the
Quaker tour were encouraged to enjoy lunch at one of the many local eateries around town.
Monday night’s Opening Reception was held at the Tweedy House, home to the Historic City of
Jefferson Inc. Stark Wilson Duncan Architects, Inc. sponsored a wonderful evening. Attendees
had the chance to look around the Tweedy House
as well as the newly opened architectural salvage
shop run by the Historic City of Jefferson. Ivy
Terrace, another prominent home undergoing an
extensive rehabilitation, was open for tours.

Attendees of the Capitol tour learned about both the art and
architecture of the iconic building.

Thursday included sessions on Lincoln University,
Jefferson City’s HBCU, creating preservation
awards in your community, placemaking, and a
look at Jesse Francis’ long career of preserving
Missouri’s French Colonial architecture. We
were especially excited for our keynote speaker,
Sarah Marsom, who’s presentation on “Pushing
Preservation Forward” gave a refreshing
perspective on what we can do as preservationists
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in today’s changing world to recognize all aspects of our history.
A big thank you to Joplin Historical Neighborhoods Inc and
Enhanced Historic Credit Partners for sponsoring our keynote and
luncheon.
Wednesday morning started with a window repair session “Historic
Windows: Pane in the Glass to Restored Sash” and a talk on
the Economic Halo Effect of Historic Sacred Places with the
National Trust’s Partners for Sacred Places. Jacob Stotler with The
James Foundation presented on his journey as a young person
in preservation and shared ideas on how to get young people
involved.
The annual State of Preservation luncheon featured video
messages from the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the
Missouri State Historic Preservation Office, and Preservation
Action. Missouri Preservation also gave a brief update on its
current activities. You can view these messages by visiting the
2022 Conference page at www.preservemo.org.

Those who went on the Quaker tour
had to dress in long pants, closedtoed shoes, and were provided with
protective gear in order to safely explore
the window manufacturing process.

Opening Reception
attendees learned
about the rehabilitation
at Ivy Terrace (left)
and some braved the
unfinished turret to
check out the view of
Jefferson City (below).

Jacob Stotler with The James Foundation
led a roundtable discussion on education
and preservation.

Thank you to our 2022 Conference Sponsors
— DALCO INDUSTRIES — ENHANCED HISTORIC CREDIT PARTNERS — JOPLIN
HISTORICAL NEIGHBORHOODS — LAWRENCE GROUP — STARK WILSON DUNCAN
ARCHITECTS, INC — TREANORHL —
—Fendler & Associates, Inc. — Heartland Historic Homes, LLC — Karen Bode Baxter,
Preservation Specialist — Mangrove — MarksNelson CPAs + Business Advisors — Pishny
Restoration Services — STRATA Architecture + Historic Preservation —
— Big Dog Architects — Building Preservation LLC — Chalfant Historic Consulting — Frank
Dvorak — Les Amis — Marvin — Rivertown Windows — Rosemann & Associates, P.C. — Rosin
Preservation — SFS Architecture —

Missouri Preservation Conference

June 7-9, 2023
Joplin, Missouri
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Advocacy Updates
Missouri Preservation is always paying close attention to the programs and places that need our
support. Places in Peril, our annual list of endangered historic places, is accepting nominations
until the end of August and the 2022 list will be announced later this fall.
We are also working closely with Historic Revitalization for Missouri (our partner 501(c)6
organization) as well as the Department of Economic Development and Department of Natural
Resources to make improvements to the Missouri Historic Tax Credit. The Missouri Historic Tax
Credit (as well as the Federal Historic Tax Credit) has been integral in saving our state’s historic
architecture and is the number one financial resource available to most preservation projects.
If you aren’t familiar with the Missouri Historic Tax credit, we invite you to learn more about it on
our website www.preservemo.org under the “We Advocate” tab. Missouri Preservation is also
available to teach classes on the tax credit to your communities, historical societies, and other
groups.

We want your feedback!
Are there any particular topics or workshops you would like to see at the 2023 Missouri
Preservation Conference next summer in Joplin? Drop us a line at info@preservemo.org.
If you’re interested in teaching a session, be sure to sign up for our email updates to be notified
when we start soliciting for session submissions later this fall.

Welcome to our Board!
Missouri Preservation voted and approved another new member to our Board of Directors!
Martin Meyer — Hannibal, Missouri
If you or someone you know is interested in serving on the Board of Directors for Missouri
Preservation, please don’t hesitate to reach out. We are always seeking new individuals,
perspectives, and fresh ideas for the organization! You can also fill out the Prospective Board
Member survey on the Board page of our website, found under the “About” tab.
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Upcoming Events
Show Me Social
We are excited to tell you about Show Me Social, our
newly established traveling event series that will kick
off in September in Excelsior Springs. The purpose of
the Show Me Social program is to feature and show
support to smaller communities across the show me
state while reaching new audiences and spreading
the word about Missouri Preservation and the
importance of historic preservation. The best part?
These events are FREE to attend!
Excelsior Springs, Missouri
Friday, September 9 @ 7:00 p.m. — The Atlas Saloon: Happy Hour
Saturday, September 10 @ 10:30 a.m. — Excelsior Springs Library: Coffee Talk
Salem, Missouri
December 2022
Want to host a Show Me Social in your community? Reach out to Missouri Preservation!

We are currently accepting nominations for the 2022 Places in Peril list! The announcement will
be made via video in October 2022. Nomination forms and more information can be found on our
website www.preservemo.org.
Also be sure to check out the 2021 announcement and the endangered places that still need your
help on our website www.preservemo.org or on the Missouri Preservation YouTube channel.
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